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5th October 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Thank you for your time given to complete our Parent Survey in July and August. 
We received 22 responses and some excellent feedback on, not only what we are doing well in 
school, but how we can improve further. 
 
Below is a summary of the results showing the percentages of parents who strongly agree or 
agree to the questions (Each question could be answered with strongly agree, agree, neutral, 
disagree or don’t know). 
 
My child is happy at school - 87% 
My child is making good progress at school - 91% 
The teaching is good at Fulford Primary School - 96% 
The school helps me support my child’s learning - 91% 
The school helps my child to have a healthy lifestyle - 95% 
The school makes sure my child is well prepared for the future - 78% 
The school meets my child’s specific needs - 87% 
The school deals effectively with unacceptable behaviour - 59% (23% don’t know) 
The school seeks the views of parents and carers - 82% 
The school is well led and managed effectively - 91% 
I feel my child is safe and well cared for - 96% 
Behaviour is good in school - 91% 
I know who to approach if my child has a problem in school - 96% 
The school takes account of children’s views - 86% 
My child has lots of opportunities to develop educational and extra-curricular skills - 91% 
I feel forest schools are beneficial and working well in my child’s class - 87% 
I would be interested in more opportunities for before school provision - 73% 
Overall, I am happy with my child’s experience at Fulford Primary School - 91% 
I would recommend Fulford Primary School to another parent - 91% 
 
 
Below are the main areas where parents commented on how we can improve the school.  I have 
tried to clarify any of these issues and comment on how these suggestions will be acted upon in 
the future. 
 

● We feel that sports coaching could be improved at the school, the children are very 
enthusiastic about taking part in the cluster schools activities, but a little lacking in 
some of the practical skill required. 



 
Mrs Clifford, a Sports specialist, is now teaching PE and Games in Key Stage 2.  The timetable of 
activities is planned to coincide with Cluster events throughout the year.  
Cluster events are arranged for children in Year 1 - 6 in many different sports.  We are now also 
participating in Small School Sport Tournaments, therefore we will apply to play in more 
tournaments.  Unfortunately, we have had to cancel participation in the past due to not having 
enough permissions to take a squad.  
Stoke City also provide extra curricular clubs based on the sports being played in cluster 
tournaments.  All cluster day tournaments also include coaching sessions for the children in the 
specific sport.  Unfortunately, despite encouragement, the number of children participating in 
extra-curricular, after school sports varies term to term. 
Fulford children are very fortunate in the fact that any children who are interested in a sport can 
usually apply to compete in a tournament.  Children attending larger schools wouldn’t necessarily 
have this opportunity due to a higher demand on squad places. 
Half termly House sporting events will now also take place. 
 

● More sports for all ages against other schools. 
For this academic year, we have planned for the following events and if we are able to have 
enough permissions to form teams, we will be attending them. 
Football, KS2 Cross Country, Y3/4 Tag Rugby, Y5/6 and 3/4  Swimming Galas, Year 5/6 Indoor 
cricket, Y5/6 Handball, Y2 Multi skills, Y3 and 4 football, Girls football, Y3/4 Rounders, Y5/6 
Netball, KS2 Athletics, Y4 Olympic Transition Day, Trampolining. 
 

● Cancelling after school clubs last week of term is unhelpful to working parents. 
Clubs normally run every week. We don't run them in the last few days of the school year and 
sometimes on the last day of term before Christmas, in view of all the other activities which take 
place at these busy times and the children are very tired.  Planned weeks when there are no clubs 
are publicised on the newsletter, the app and on ParentPay. 
The individual description of each club details the start date and end date of any club and normally 
highlights when the club will not run.  Eg ‘dance club runs every Friday from Friday 8th June up to 
and including Friday 13th July.  Please note there is no Dance Club during the last week of term’.  
Apologies if there are ever any clubs that are cancelled.  This has only been due to staff illness and 
therefore we have been unable to plan for this in advance.  Staff volunteer to run clubs and we 
always try to accommodate children in other clubs wherever possible. 
 

● A choice of clubs i.e two choices a day for some children who do not want to play 
football etc but it’s the only option. 

We have timetabled two clubs to be offered every night, one being a fitness/outdoor club and the 
other classroom based, except Tuesday which is our whole school staff meeting evening therefore 
staff are unable to volunteer to run a club. 
 

● Make sure everyone wears the current uniform (PE t shirt colours seem varied). 
We were unaware as a school that a different shade of blue sports t-shirt was being sold on our 
behalf.  As soon as we were aware of the online supplier selling 2 different shades of PE top we 



immediately got in touch and they now only offer the one colour.  Thank you to parents for notifying 
us of this error. 
 

● Be more flexible with new intake in September.  I think gradual, phased start would 
be beneficial to some children.  

On experience, phased starts for our Reception children result in the different groups struggling to 
bond as a whole class.  We feel that it is more beneficial socially for all the children to start 
together.  We understand the children are tired at the beginning of the year and plan this into our 
timetable. 
 

● Enable year 6 to be prepared for high school.  Maybe more transition visits, extra 
homework, planner.  

Year 6 are now having extra clubs run by Mrs Birch on a Wednesday after school, to support them 
with their work and help them prepare for High School.  Transition events are organised by Blythe 
Bridge High School for all children, throughout Year 5 and 6.  Year 4 experience an Olympic 
Legacy Day and Year 3 have been involved in an Arts Festival.  All Key Stage 2 children swim at 
BBHS and all children from Year 1 upwards are given the opportunity to be coached and compete 
in different sports throughout the year, with all the cluster schools which feed into Blythe Bridge 
High School. Any other transition events required through other high schools are organised upon 
notification from the individual school.  If further transition events are required, please let Mrs 
Sutton know.  
Our Year 6 children are given responsibilities as Head Boy/Girl, House Captains and monitors in 
school. 
 

● Payment of trips that is a voluntary payment but then further texts made to ask for 
money.  

By law we have to state it is a voluntary contribution for a school visit.  However, many schools, not 
just ours, have no budget available for visits but recognise these visits are essential for our 
children’s learning.  Therefore we really appreciate and need parents to contribute.  
If anyone does struggle with a particular payment please talk to us and then we will do our best to 
help and not chase the payment.  
There are often times when parents are willing to pay but forget or the letter sent home gets 
misplaced and parents are not aware of the planned visit without reminders being sent.  
 

● Paying for concerts for afternoon and evening performances twice seems unfair. 
School has to pay for the rental of the village hall, to purchase the scripts and music score, to 
purchase the licences to perform the play and sometimes some costumes.  The ticket prices 
covers some of these costs. 

 
● A before school club from 7.30 am. 

This is currently being discussed to evaluate if it will be a viable option in the future. 
 

● Not all staff are always fully aware of what is going on.  
Apologies for any confusion previously.  We have now as a school adopted a ‘calendar in the 
cloud’ which means communication is shared with all staff far more effectively. 



 
● Another issue is parents continuing to park on the double yellow lines outside the 

school, meaning the children and parents walking have to go on the road to get 
around the cars, very dangerous. 

 
 
All children are encouraged to walk either from home or from the village hall with our Walk to 
School Incentive ‘WOW’ scheme, which rewards children with badges.  We hope that not only does 
this support our children’s fitness, health, wellbeing and safety, it will also make parents think about 
their actions when parking.  I and the local police will continue to monitor parking around the 
school.  There are also  ‘seats’ available on our walking bus. 
 
A complete copy of the parent survey will be available in the Governance section of the schools 
website in the next 14 days.  Thank you again for your time. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mrs H Sutton 
Head Teacher 

 


